
This article was downloaded by: [University of Chicago Library]
On: 28 October 2014, At: 11:29
Publisher: Routledge
Informa Ltd Registered in England and Wales Registered Number: 1072954 Registered office: Mortimer House,
37-41 Mortimer Street, London W1T 3JH, UK

Religious Education: The official journal of the
Religious Education Association
Publication details, including instructions for authors and subscription information:
http://www.tandfonline.com/loi/urea20

WHAT BIBLICAL MATERIAL?
Lester Bradner Ph.D. a
a Rector St. John's Episcopal Church , Providence, R. I.
Published online: 10 Jul 2006.

To cite this article: Lester Bradner Ph.D. (1910) WHAT BIBLICAL MATERIAL?, Religious Education: The official journal of the
Religious Education Association, 5:5, 487-492, DOI: 10.1080/0034408100050514

To link to this article:  http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/0034408100050514

PLEASE SCROLL DOWN FOR ARTICLE

Taylor & Francis makes every effort to ensure the accuracy of all the information (the “Content”) contained in the
publications on our platform. However, Taylor & Francis, our agents, and our licensors make no representations
or warranties whatsoever as to the accuracy, completeness, or suitability for any purpose of the Content. Any
opinions and views expressed in this publication are the opinions and views of the authors, and are not the
views of or endorsed by Taylor & Francis. The accuracy of the Content should not be relied upon and should be
independently verified with primary sources of information. Taylor and Francis shall not be liable for any losses,
actions, claims, proceedings, demands, costs, expenses, damages, and other liabilities whatsoever or howsoever
caused arising directly or indirectly in connection with, in relation to or arising out of the use of the Content.

This article may be used for research, teaching, and private study purposes. Any substantial or systematic
reproduction, redistribution, reselling, loan, sub-licensing, systematic supply, or distribution in any
form to anyone is expressly forbidden. Terms & Conditions of access and use can be found at http://
www.tandfonline.com/page/terms-and-conditions

http://www.tandfonline.com/loi/urea20
http://www.tandfonline.com/action/showCitFormats?doi=10.1080/0034408100050514
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/0034408100050514
http://www.tandfonline.com/page/terms-and-conditions
http://www.tandfonline.com/page/terms-and-conditions


BELIGI0V8 EDUCATION. 487

let him begin at once relating "key men" to "definite tasks," on a
"short term basis," placing "responsibility" on men according to
their ability, shingliag men and boys down by distributing the strong
so that they protect and strengthen the weak, and the Service problem
is solved.

WHAT BIBLICAL MATERIAL?

WHAT PORTIONS OF THE BIBLE ARE BEST ADAPTED FOR PARTICU-
LAR SUNDAY SCHOOL ENDS, AND HOW SHOULD THESE ENDS

CONTROL THE METHODS OF USING THIS MATERIAL

LESTER BRADNER, P H . D .

Rector St. John's Episcopal Church, Providence, R. I.

In this paper we shall assume that the Bible is not the only
subject-matter of Sunday-school study. Hence it will be impossible
for a Sunday school to devote its entire study-time to Biblical ma-
terial. This assumption is, of course, open to discussion, but the
writer is convinced that the broader interpretations of the content
of Religious Education, as well as the practical interests of Church
life, demand that the Sunday-school curriculum include other subjects
beside Biblical history, literature, and theology. The plan of sup-
plementary lessons is but a temporary makeshift. Such subjects as
Church History, Missions, Christian Doctrine, Christian Worship,
etc., must be accorded a regular place in the curriculum of the
Sunday school on a par with other subjects. This, of necessity,
diminishes very materially the amount of time which can be spent
upon the study of the Bible. To outline the Biblical material to be
used under these conditions without knowing just what is the dis-
tribution of these other subjects in the curriculum, must of necessity
be a very tentative task, and can only be accomplished in the rough.

Accepting the usual grading of the modern Sunday school, we
may assume that the Primary Department will give a very large pro-
portion of its time to Biblical work. The Junior, Intermediate, and
Senior Departments will give a relatively smaller portion, but one
gradually increasing as the later years are reached.

CROWDING THE CURRICULUM.

We cannot help feeling that the recent plans for the Biblical
work of the Sunday school tend to be over-crowded, even when no
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488 WHAT BIBLICAL MATERIAL.

extra-Biblical subject-matter has been introduced into the course. We
are not referring here so much to the uniform scheme of the Inter-
national lessons as to the various attempts to provide graded material.
The outline lessons of the Bible Study Union Series demand far
more careful work than is common in Sunday schools to master their
rapidly moving chain of events. And other separate courses on the
Old Testament, on the Life of Christ, and the Life of St. Paul, are
apt to be overloaded. This is increasingly felt to be true of the
catena of Biblical stories commonly used in Primary Departments.
The leading motive in most cases has been to cover, so far as possible,
the whole of the Biblical material. The aim is, practically, to cause
the child, even as a child, to be fairly familiar with the whole of the
Bible. This is to make the underlying motive not so much the study
of a theme, which it ought to be, as the study of a literature. We
are convinced that such an aim is impracticable in the Sunday-school
curriculum even at present. We believe that it will become more
and more impracticable as other subjects of religious instruction find
their place in the regular course. Moreover, mere familiarity with
the Bible is not the supreme aim in religious education. The Bible
indeed forms a standard source-book of religion, and one far more
readily used and comprehended than the sources in many other lines
of study. Yet, unless we attach undue sacredness to the mere letter
of the Bible, it is not a religious necessity for the average youth to
be in complete command of so varied a literature. The accomplishing
of any one section of the Bible, as such, is hardly a satisfactory edu-
cational motive for any department of the Sunday school short of the
Senior.

THE STOKY MATERIAL.

So far as the Primary Department is concerned, it is at present
thoroughly agreed that Biblical material is to be offered in free
story form, from the mouth of the teacher, and not directly from the
Book itself. The stories are to be selected in illustration and en-
forcement of a scheme covering the fundamental relationships of re-
ligion. For such a purpose the whole Bible lies open to the capable
and independent teacher. It may be helpful in many cases to set
forth a definite succession of stories, as is done in most of the modern
books for primary teaching, such as the Cushman-Haven Series, the
Palmer Lessons, or the book called "Keligion in Song and Story."
But we all realize that in the hands of a skillful teacher any Biblical
story is capable of a large number of different applications. Mrs.
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BELIGI0U8 EDUCATION. 489

Houghton, in her book, "Telling Bible Stories," has most cleverly
shown how the same story may be made to yield different truths,
according to the development of the child for whom it is used, and the
light in which the story is regarded. It is beside the mark, therefore,
to endeavor to indicate in any hard and fast way just what portions
of the Bible should be covered in the Primary Department. One
might fairly frame a rough list of "Bible stories every child should
know," to serve as a kind of norm for the ultimate attainment of the
child of,—say eleven years of age. Familiarity with such a list is
a very desirable substratum for future Biblical study. "Yet it might
not always be feasible to make this list in itself a definite part of a
school curriculum. We should expect a collection of this sort to in-
clude at least the following:

Stories of Creation, Eden, Cain and Abel, the Flood, the Tower
of Babel; stories of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob; stories of Joseph,
Moses and the Exodus; stories of Joshua, and the Conquest, of Jep-
thah, Gideon, Samson, and Eli; stories of Ruth, Samuel, and the first
three Kings; stories of the division of the Kingdom, of Elijah and
Elisha, of Micaiah, of the war with Moab, and the siege of Samaria;
stories of Jehovah, of Uzziah's irreverence, Hezeldah's sickness, Sen-
nacherib's overthrow; stories of Josiah, the Book of the Law, of
Jeremiah and Jehoiakim, of the capture and destruction of Jerusa-
lem; stories of the Captives' Return, and the new Temple, of Nehe-
miah and Ezra; stories of Job, of Daniel, and of Jonah.

In the New Testament we would have stories of the Life of
Christ, of the Apostles in Jerusalem, of Stephen, and Philip, of
Peter and the Gentiles, of Paul's conversion and journeys, of the Gifts
of Tongues, of the Temple of the Spirit, of the Christian Armor, of
Timothy, and of Philemon; the vision of the Marriage Supper of the
Lamb, and of the New Jerusalem.

Some discussion has arisen of late as to whether the Old Testa-
ment forms a desirable text-book of morals for children. This ques-
tion is hardly applicable to the material for the Primary Department.
Most of us have come to feel that we must recognize a gradual
progress in the morality reflected in the Old Testament, and that
we could not conscientiously justify many of the actions and standards
of the chief characters in the Old Testament scenes. But this need
cause no trouble in Primary work, where most of the material is not
irad but re-told by the teacher. The well-equipped Primary teacher
will, in the re-telling, easily adjust or explain the divergences of the
narrative from the Christian standard. The teacher, of course, must
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490 WHAT BIBLICAL MATERIAL.

realize that such divergencies occur and be ready to understand and
interpret them. But there is no need, for work in Primary grades,
to enter upon any formal process of elimination.

BIOGRAPHICAL MATERIAL.

The Bible story, as such, should give place, in later childhood,
or early adolescence to the Bible biography. The line of demarcation
between story, biography, and history, while not always perfectly
definite, is in the main clear. The amount of minor biographical
material in the Bible is almost unlimited. But the major characters
are not so numerous but what they can be accomplished. The Old
Testament list should include the patriarchs Abraham, Jacob, and
Joseph; the national leaders, Moses, Joshua, Samuel, Saul, David,
Solomon, HezeMah, Josiah, Nehemiah; the prophets Elijah, Elisha,
Isaiah, Jeremiah; the women Euth, Hannah, Esther. In the New
Testament we should take beside the Life of Christ, the biographies
of John the Baptist, Peter, John, and Paul. If this list be deemed
too small, it could be wisely increased by the addition of any or all
of the following: Job, Gideon, Samson, Jonathan, Jereboam, Rheo-
boam, Ahab, Jehoash, Ezra, Zerubbabel, Amos, EzeMel, Daniel,
Jonah, Miriam, Deborah, Barnabas, Stephen, Timothy, Luke.

The treatment of these characters would necessarily be in out-
line in many cases. It would, on the whole, be more practicable to
compile a biographical text-book largely in Biblical phraseology, than
to attempt to make the pupil pick out the facts from scattered refer-
ences in the Bible. "What is needed in this period is not so much an
acquaintance with the Bible as a book, as a forcible presentation of
great personalities, and their religious experiences. If the Biblical
material bearing on these various lives were brought together, with
as few alterations as possible, and with brief introductions and ex-
planatory notes at required intervals, it would be far preferable to
the usual lesson schemes. It would not be of vital importance that
these biographies should be studied in chronological order, or even
by periods. There should be freedom to bring together from any
period lives which have striking points of similarity or contrast.

Doubtless the fullest presentaton, in comparison with the rest,
would be given to the life of Christ. It would depend upon the
general shaping of the curriculum of the school whether or not this
should be the last elementary survey of the biography of Jesus. It
is widely recognized as a desirable thing that the period at which
most boys and girls enter personally into church membership, at
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BELIGIOUS EDUCATION. 491

about 14 or 15 years of age, should be introduced by a broad, incisive
treatment of the Master's life. "Whether this should repeat in a more
expanded way the simpler study of the biographical course, or wheth-
er this part of the biographical framework should be reserved for
that age, is a question to be settled in reference to other subjects
claiming a place in the curriculum at this period. In our opinion the
double treatment is preferable, and the outlines on this subject fur-
nished in Pease for the Junior and Intermediate Department (An
Outline of a Bible School Curriculum, pp. 170ff, 245ff) are very
satisfactory as indicating the difference in method between the two.

Along with the biographical study of the Bible should begin the
manual training in geography. The principles underlying the so-
called "Travel Lessons" are appropriate at this period, and note-
book work should be freely used, as well in forms of illustration and
character study as in geography.

ETHICAL PRINCIPLES.

Somewhere near the close of this period should be introduced a
simple study of ethical principles largely illustrated by Biblical in-
cidents and statements. There is abundant material for this pur-
pose, but it has not to our knowledge been gathered with a view to
the instruction of young adolescents. Yet a plain, practical, objective
course in simple Christian morals is of prime necessity in our Sunday
schools. It is not to be a course on the Ten Commandments, though
the decalogue will enter into it; nor yet a course on the Teachings of
Jesus, although these will be normative in it, but rather a course on
Christian Conduct as reflected in the development of the Scriptures.
Selected portions of the Old Testament, from the codes, from the
prophets, from the Book of Proverbs, from historical incidents, would
illustrate the fundamental laws of obedience, justice, and social re-
sponsibility. The climax in the Christian principles of inner right-
eousness, love and service, Christian brotherhood and sympathy,
would be secured from the words of Christ, and passages from the
Acts and Epistles.

Returning to the main lines, we assume that a treatment of the
life of Christ forming a transition from biography to history will in
most schools find a place at about the age of 14 to 15, and would
form the portal to the work of the high school grades. It is natural
to follow such a course with the history of the early Apostolic Church,
and the missionary labors of St. Paul as found in the Acts and the
Epistles,
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493 WHAT BIBLICAL MATERIAL.

HBTOEICAIi MATEKIAIi.

This brings us to the proper period for a true historical study
of the Old Testament, and indeed of the making of the Bible as a
book, including the introduction to the separate books. "We believe
that all of these topics have hitherto been placed too early in the
general course. We can gain from the Old Testament all that is
necessary in story and biography for the early life of the child with-
out endeavoring to carry him through the intricacies of Hebrew his-
tory. But when the historical sense has fairly come to its develop-
ment, and the youth is able to appreciate the gradual processes of re-
ligious thought and literary structure, then the history of the Old
Testament comes with illuminating power to a mind ready to compre-
hend and remember it. To study it at this period is to lay a logical
and attractive foundation for the more detailed study of the life of
Christ which should be the main feature of the Biblical training of
later adolescence.

The same holds true, in our opinion, in regard to Biblical Intro-
duction, and the general literary knowledge of the Bible. It is of
course possible to teach the child of 11 to 14 years many facts con-
cerning the Books of the Bible, especially with such excellent out-
lines as Miss Chamberlain's, but in any school where time must be
devoted to other subjects outside the Bible, we question the expe-
diency and economy of such an attempt.

TOPICAL STUDIES.

We have now reached a point in the curriculum of the school,
whether it be a Senior Department or a Graduate Class, where the
possibilities of Biblical study are very wide. We may study certain
periods as wholes, or certain Biblical books. We may take up the
Prophets, or the Epistles. Most certainly we shall not omit a careful
study of the Teachings of Christ based upon the harmony of the
gospels. As the pupils near the age of twenty, a large array of at-
tractive courses will be appropriate. Topical studies may be made of
the Wisdom Literature Old Testament Religion or of Christian Doc-
trine. The Social Teachings of Jesus, or of St. Paul, the Canon of the
Bible, the inter-testamental period, and other topics will readily sug-
gest themselves. It would be fruitless to try to except any portion of
the Biblical material from survey at this point in the curriculum.
Consequently, we may close our paper here.
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